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A Fond Farewell

Nicolas Otero— Honoring Santo Tradition

For Santa Fe artist Nick Otero, 2019 was a very good year. Included among the highlights was the
honor of receiving the New Mexico Governor’s Award for Excellence in the Arts.
In additions to his long list of
accolades, this one was seen as real appreciation of his talents and his many
contributions to his community. In a
recent interview he said, “It’s validation
that I’m on the right track. It’s something
that I hold very dear to my heart and it
means a lot to me. It kind of makes me
feel like I’ve lived a meaningful life.”
On top of being a full-time
art teacher at Bosque Farms Elementary, Otero is active with the Spanish
Colonial Art Society. The organization
sponsors the traditional Spanish market held in Santa Fe, where he got his
start doing devotional artwork.
Born in 1981, Nicolas has
been practicing the tradition of Santo
making for well over sixteen years.
Apprenticed by master artists since the age of 16, his body of work has gained a significant
reputation. Museums, churches and collectors include his work in their collections. The traditional methods
including the production of natural pigments and hand carved panels are a constant in his studio. He has
also created altar screens which are highly collectable. His work is shown in galleries and is featured in a
variety of publications. (Just Google his website for extensive information on his awards, museum shows,
collections etc.)
Otero’s parents, Steven and Jeanette, have
been his constant support system, and his son has
served as motivation for him to succeed. He tries
to make them proud in everything he does.

Lynn Arden FitzRandolph
1941—2019

From Wisconsin to Colorado to Arizona, Lynn was
truly a Renaissance Man.
Fluent in 3 languages, he
also ‘spoke’ Engineering
Physics, Nuclear Science
and Real Estate. Self-described as a ‘Nerd’, he was
too, a loving husband and
family man who kept accurate FOMA Membership
records for many years. He
will be missed by all who
knew him.

“When I see their excitement, when I see
them smile, that is an awesome gift to be able to
give. My success is their success,” Otero said.
For this artist, art is much more than a hobby or
interest— it’s what fuels him.
“I think in life we’re always grappling for something
to give us meaning for our existence, and I think my
art and my passion for art has helped me to see that
purpose.”

l e c t u r e
Date:
March 1, 2020
Time:
2:00 pm
Place:
Franciscan
Renewal Center
Speaker:
Nicoloas Otero

We are indeed delighted to welcome Mr. Otero as
our Guest Speaker on March 1st. You won’t want to miss it! An invitation will be mailed. q
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Calendar
January

2

Board Meeting
10:30 AM @ Lynne Smith’s

February

6

Board Meeting
10:30 AM @ Lynne Smith’s

March

1

Lecture
2:00 Franciscan
Renewal Center
(See cover story)
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Board Meeting
10:30 AM @ Lynne Smith’s

from the Presidium
Hola FOMA Friends,

Impossible! To think we have
just welcomed the start of 2020—how
can that be? FOMA members shared
some interesting moments during the
past year and we are looking forward
to even more in the future.
Sadly, the close of 2019 marked
the passing of our long-time Membership Chairman, Lynn FitzRandolph.
His enthusiasm for all things FOMA
will truly be missed. Our heartfelt condolences go to his wife Teresa and their
family.
As this goes to press, the Board
is researching and planning upcoming
adventures, lectures and get-togethers for you. We hope you will actively
participate which lets us know you are
willing to support what is on offer. (OR
to tell us what you would RATHER be
doing.)
See you at the March 1 lecture. (See
cover story.)
The Presidium
Steve Davis, Sarah Maresco,
Lynne Smith, Fritz Thomas

Cooking Class:

Seven of us were lucky
enough to attend the “Chef for
a Day!” event with Chefs O and
Emily featuring a custom designed menu for
this FOMA activity in November.
Our chefs gave us the opportunity to be
“Hands-on” Sous Chefs or observers. We choose
the latter which allowed us opportunity to not only
learn the recipes but receive tips and tricks of the
trade, use of cooking tools, and techniques from
two chefs. While savoring the aromas and working
up an appetite, some of the lessons we learned
included dicing onions without shedding a tear,

Membership
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The new Directory is in progress and unless we hear from
you to the contrary, member
names and emails WILL be included. In this age of technology, expedient communication
is by email and we want you included in any serrendipitous
opportunities that may come
along and be of interest to you.
If you do NOT wish to have
your email published, contact
Lynne Smith: lyntaitai@gmail.
com or 480-991-1204 asap.

chopping and cutting without losing fingers, using
a garlic shredder that really minces in seconds,
proper honing of knifes and selecting “real” olive
oil.
We enjoyed our chefs’ passion for teaching
us numerous techniques to simplify a complex
Mexican meal of Chiles en Nogada, Chicken and
Refried Bean Sopes and Chocolate Miguelitos , all
while we sipped wine.
We had a beautifully presented and
delicious meal filled with fun, laughter and eating.
We all learned something that we didn’t know that
we didn’t know.
We hope to do this again so many more
of our friends can join us in experiencing this
great opportunity. q

Doris McVey

FOMA SCRAPBOOK
Holiday Party at Casa Corazon
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Good Friends enjoyed a great venue, great food
and Holiday Cheer

1.Mary & David Patino 2. Deidra Sanchez 3. Casa Corazon owner Javier Verdugo explaining
the restoration of the original building 4. Cathy Bonnell & Lynne Smith 5. Kerry Owen with
Dan & Carol McWhirter 6. Skip & Camille Holt 7. Carole Weiss & Sandra Eiker

3

4

7

6

5

3

•To encourage understanding and awareness of the importance of Mexican art and culture •To focus on how the art and culture of Mexico has influenced the
emerging Mexican-American art community •To raise funds for the acquisition of relevant Mexican and Mexican-American art for museums and institutions
•To encourage support for the exhibition of work by Mexican and Mexican-American artists •
To enhance the knowledge of Mexican art, crafts and literature through lectures and trips

FOMA MISSION STATEMENT

See you
March 1, 2020
for a special lecture
at The Casa
Friends of Mexican Art
3104 E Camelback Rd
PMB 143
Phoenix, AZ 85016

OFF THE BEATEN PATH . . .
CUEVAS - a gifted, but complicated genius

Yasmin Rochette

FOMA members are great fans of the Mexican muralists.
One of the critics of that movement was an equally prominent
artist, sculptor and engraver— the “bad boy” of his time: José Luis
Cuevas.
Part of what was termed the Generacíon de la Ruptura
(The Breakaway Generation), his museum in Mexico City showcases his many talents at the beautifully restored monastery of Santa
Inés.
In the courtyard sits the massive androgynous statue, La
Giganta, surrounded by galleries of his work and personal memorabilia. Precocious from a young age, Cuevas seems to have been a
bit full of himself, as the expression goes. After touring the exhibits,
one can’t help but feel sorry for his long-suffering wife Berta, who
endured numerous indignities as he boasted about his multitudinous indiscretions, many of which he committed to paper or canvas. That aside, there is something quite raw and surreal about his
sketches and paintings. Indeed, the enormous sculpture that greets
the visitor at Santa Inés illustrates Cuevas was intense on many
levels. q
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