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FOMA’s Focus on the Future
Community Outreach a Priority
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Last Spring the FOMA Board formed a Long Range Planning Committee 
(fondly dubbed the “Long Rangers”), and tasked them with the rather 
daunting but necessary job of scrutinizing FOMA’a mission statement and 
long-term goals with an eye to more community involvement. 
 With a drop in membership over the 
past few years, ways to entice a younger and more 
diverse group became the focus of attention. All 
the comments you made on the questionnaire sent 
out showed that almost all of you would be open to 
expanding the guidelines  of our Mission Statement 
to include a broader base of study.
 With the large Latino population in 
Phoenix and the talent displayed, it was felt there 
were many untapped community resources that 
could and would be willing to share their customs 
and culture. Over the summer, there were contacts 
made and some ongoing dialogs with local 
community leaders such as Vanessa Davidson, 
Shawn and Joe Lampe Curator of Latin American 
Art, Phoenix Art Museum, Julio Morales, Curator  
at ASU Art Museum,  Claudia Franco Hijuelos, 
Consul General and Laura Wilde at Xico’s Art 
Gallery and studio space. All were encouraging and 
expressed interesting ideas that could be explored. 
Sarah Maresco and Marge Woods met with Julio 
Morales and some of the things discussed were:
• FOMA should ask itself, “What else could 
FOMA be doing?  What can they offer the local art 
community?”.  
• Focus more on local artists—not many of them 
are being supported by organizations.

•Offer Fellowship Awards and/or internships.  
Supporting new artists could also bring more members 
to FOMA. A small amount (such as $1,500) can go 
a long way in supplying materials for a struggling 
artist.  This would not only encourage members of 
the art community but also shine a spotlight on our 
organization.
• Consider an ASU Museum and FOMA alliance
Julio has instituted an exchange program with artists 
from Guadalajara.  The artists usually give a lecture 
during their stay.  Depending on the subject matter, 
FOMA might consider partially underwriting lectures 
at the ASU Museum or when appropriate, might 
assist in other events planned by the ASU Museum.
• Financial Grants
FOMA might wish to apply for grants for non-profit 
organizations.  
• FOMA Website
Launch a new website that is interactive so that 
members can pay their dues, ask questions, make 
rsvp’s to upcoming programs, etc. It should be 
regularly updated with information pertaining to up 
and coming artists; artist reviews; opening exhibits, 
programs, and other points of interest. FOMA should 
hire someone to create the website, perhaps through 
the heads of the various departments at ASU (i.e., 
journalism, web development) to request work-study 
students who would be interested in developing their 
portfolio and could be hired at a minimum wage. It’s 
important to have a knowledgeable, full-time, web-
developer for the task.
• Membership
Consider including an artist membership for FOMA.  
The amount could be minimal, e.g., $25.00?
• Mexican Consulate Newsletter
FOMA has been offered space in the Consulate’s 
newsletter to include relevant happenings.  Contact 
the school of journalism for a work/study student to 
prepare the copy.
These are just some of the ideas being investigated. If 
you have suggestions to make, please contact one of 
the Presidium members. All ideas are welcome as we 
move forward. Here’s to FOMA’s future!
Thanks to Marge Woods for making her notes available.

In downtown Phoenix, Betsabeé 
Romero’s community ‘car project’, 
a collaboration with CALA, the 
Arizona Commission on the Arts 
and  local art students.



Calendar from the Presidium
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The Presidium
Steve Davis, Sarah Maresco, 
Lynne Smith, Fritz Thomas

 Fall is upon us (isn’t it? Judging by the 
temps, that is questionable.) Hopefully your 
summer was fun-filled and allowed some time out 
of the heat. 
 FOMA’s calendar is fast filling up with 
interesting things to learn, see and experience. 
Please mark your schedules so you don’t miss out.
 This year there will be ongoing discussions 
about FOMA’s future and we hope you’ll be active 
participants. 
 We’ve taken your Questionnaire comments 
to heart, starting with the new time for the 
Beginning of the Year Party on September 24th.  
An earlier start should make it easier to drive home 
in daylight (or close to it). Let us know how you 
feel about it. Also, the December Holiday Party 
this year will be a luncheon to see how you like 
that idea as well. Many of you mentioned that you 
prefer daytime driving.
 Sadly for us, but happily for her, Ginny 
Barnes, has relocated to Tucson. (WHERE will 
we hold our parties that will ever compare?) Many 
thanks to her for her many contributions to FOMA 
over the years.
 Our first lecture will be October 29 with a 
fine speaker who comes highly recommended. We 
hope to see all of you there.

S e p t e m b e r
7
Board Meeting
10:30 AM @ 
LynnFitzRandolph’s

24
Beginning of the Year Party
4:30 PM @ Ginny Waroblak’s
(Details pg  3.    )

O c t o b e r
5
Board Meeting
10:30 AM @ Lynne Smith’s

17
Book Club
1:00 PM @ Camille Holt’s
(Details pg 2. ) 

29
Lecture
2:00 PM @ Franciscan Renewal 
Center. (Details pg 2.)

N o v e m b e r
2
Board Meeting
10:30 AM @ Lynne Smith’s

21
Book Club
1:00 PM Book & Location TBA

D e c e m b e r
7
Board Meeting
10:30 AM @ Lynne Smith’s

10
FOMA Holiday Luncheon
12:00 - 2:00 Save the date! Details 
to follow

Hola FOMA Friends,
Book Club
Date:     October 17
Time:     1:00 pm
Host:  Camille Holt
Book: Crossing the Line   
  by Linda Valdez

lecture
Dates:     October 29
Time:     2:00 pm
Place: Franciscan Renewal Center
Speaker: Jaime Lara, PhD
  ASU
Title:  TBA - detailed invite coming soon
 Jaime Lara is an esteemed art historian with advanced degrees 
in anthropology and religious studies. 
He taught for many years at Yale University before joining the faculty 
at ASU. His books on the christianized Aztecs won a Guggenheim 
Foundation Senior Fellowship in 2009. As if that wasn’t enough, in 
the same year, he also won a fellowship at the National Humanities 
Center, and was named the Kress Senior Professor at the Center for 
Advanced Study in the Visual Arts, which is part of the National 
Gallery of Art in Washington, DC. 
 While there, he was interviewed on National Public Radio regarding his research o n 
flying human beings in Andean mythology, missionary art, and present-day folklore. Cronkite News 
recently aired an interview with him at Phoenix Art Museum. 
 Are you intrigued? We will be fortunate indeed, to hear him speak and enlighten us with his indepth 
knowledge and will anxiously await details of his chosen focus for our lecture! Save the date.

 Not a typical immigration story, 
Crossing the Line is told by a middle-
class American woman who falls in 
love with the son of an impoverished 
family from rural Mexico—a man 
who crosses the border illegally to 
be with her.
 Married in 1988, Linda 
and Sixto Valdez learn to love 
each other’s very different families 
and cultures, raising their child to walk 
proudly in both worlds.
 Revealing the tragedies and ultimately the 
triumphs that emerge when two families living on 
different sides of the border come together, Crossing 
the Line cuts through the fears and preconceptions 
that fuel the continuing political turmoil over 
immigration. It is a story America needs to hear.
 A finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for editorial 
writing in 2003, Linda Valdez is a columnist and 
editorial writer at the Arizona Republic/azcentral.
com. She has written extensively about immigration 
and border issues. Her commentary opposing 
Arizona’s infamous anti-immigration laws earned 
her the Scripps Howard Walker Stone Award for 
editorial writing in 2011.
If you plan to attend this meeting please RSVP to 
Camille Holt at 602-404-0602
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OFF THE BEATEN PATH . . .    Yasmin Rochette

Ancient & Modern
 Of Mexico City’s contemporary structures, one of the most striking is the 
avantgarde Museo Soumaya. Architecturally speaking, the museum in the Nuevo 
Polanco district ranks globally with some of the most innovative 21st century 
buildings. The vision came from Mexican billionaire Carlos Slim and is dedicated 
to his late wife. Slim commissioned his son-in-law Fernando Romero to design the 
museum and his work, in turn, is in the genre of Frank Gehry and Zaha Hadid—
both daring and innovative.  
 European art features prominently but there is also a significant and impressive 
collection of Mexican painting and decorative art from the Viceroyalty era, including 
fabulous exhibits of gold and silver.
 For those interested in Mexican muralism, it will not disappoint. Rivera is 
prominent, most especially his last mural mosaic created in 1956, called Rio 
Juchitán. Interestingly, this piece came up for sale at Sotheby’s in New York but as 
it is considered ‘National Heritage of Mexico’ could not be permanently exported 
from the country. A marvellous and pre-emptive strike acquisition by Slim has 
ensured it will be on display in perpetuity for all to enjoy. The Tamayo Still Life, 
painted in Cubist style is another great work on view. 
 

There has been criticism of Slim’s foray into the world of 
art, but one thing is sure— Museo Soumaya is impressive, 
filled with the most beautiful objects. The Mexican people 
(and indeed any visitor) can see an encyclopedic array 
of the arts of their extraordinary culture free of charge. 
The museum is additionally a tribute to the nameless 
miners who toiled in appalling conditions to find the 
precious metals that are so prominent in the exhibits and 
to the artists and artisans, also often uncredited, whose 
creativity and attention to detailed craftsmanship is being 
appreciated by a new generation. Well worth your time!

Exterior of Mexico City’s amazing Museo Seumaya.

Interior space at the very modern Museo Soumaya.

Party on!
Celebrate the 
Beginning of the Year

Date:     September 24
Time:     4:30 pm
Venue:  Ginny Waroblak’s
 7252 N. Via De La Montaña
  Scottsdale.
Celebrate the beginning of FOMA’s 
2017/18 season by attending the 
Beginning of the Year Cocktail Party. 
Enjoy appetizers and libations at the 
home of Ginny Waroblak. We’ll start 
at 4:30 pm. A chance to visit Ginny’s 
fun house at her new address . . . in the 
daylight! Watch for the Eblast.

...and again in 
December for the
Holiday Lunch

Date:     December 10
Time:     Noon —2:00 
Venue:  Aunt Chilada’s
       7330 N Dreamy Draw,      
       Phoenix
Before your December calendar 
starts filling up, do save this date!  
We have reserved a private room for 
our group & requested a fabulous 
Mexican buffet.  Stay tuned for 
further details about reservations.

Mary Christensen, Kathy & Fritz Thomas, Donna Reining, 

Sally Hutchison and Ginny Waroblak enjoy the buffet at the 

End of Year Party in Ginny & George Barnes’  lovely garden.



FOMA Mission Statement
• To strengthen cultural and artistic ties to Mexico • to promote friendship and goodwill between the citizens of Arizona and Mexico
• to encourage knowledge and understanding of our neighbor to the south - Mexico.
•To raise funds for the acquisition of Mexican art for museums • to encourage the exhibition of work by Mexican artists.
•To enhance the knowledge of Mexican art, crafts, and literature through lectures and trips.

Friends of Mexican Art
3104 E Camelback Rd
PMB 143
Phoenix, AZ 85016

Beginning of the 
Year Party

September 24th!

Changes&Corrections:

Ginny Barnes
New Address: 
5349 E. Ft. Lowell Rd, Tucson 85712

Clayton Kirking
Edward Sullivan
29 Washington Square West, Apt. 7B
New York, NY 10011-9128 
Home:   212-387-0125
Cell:    518-225-7814

Susan Klecka
Phone:  602-499-7047
New Email: seklecka@gmail.com

Mario Nick Klimiades
Heard Museum Library
  602-252-8540
Orme Lewis
Add:    Eleanor Sypher

New Members:

Dianne Danehey
31640 N 43rd St
Cave Creek, AZ 85331-5471
Home:  402-984-5136
Email:  daneheyfarms@gtmc.net

Gary & Laura Saterbak
10043 N 106th Place
Scottsdale, AZ 85258-6027
Home:  858-945-6944
Cell:  858-210-1976
Email:  gsaterbak@gmail.com

Membership

Happy memories of the last party in the 
Barnes’ Biltmore garden. Our thanks!

Sarah & Thomas Ruhlen:  
delete home phone and add 
cell phone   623-262-0902

Dorothy and Patrick Sullivan
7308 N Via Camello del Norte Unit 88
Scottsdale, AZ 85258-3648
Cell:     480-272-2283

Edie Taylor & Christopher Price
New Email: sedithtaylor@gmail.com

Virginia Waroblak
Add cell phone:   480-522-8988

4The FOMA Photographer is photographed!  Doris 
McVey, Tricia Kallof, and Pat Poulson.


