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FOMA Forward — on Zoom
In this time of continuing Pandemic, we are pleased to offer you more infor-
mative and exciting lecures, tours and experiences, thanks to technology. 
If you were able to join us for Gregorio Luke’s lecture on Miguel Covarrubias then you 
know what fun it was. (See the recap on page 3.) More gems are in store.

Dates:     February 28, 2021
Time:     2:00 pm
Place: ‘Zoom’
Speaker: Anne Connor
Title:  Copper Shines Bright 
  in the New World

St Dominic, oil on copper, 17th C.

In the seven-
teenth century, 
copper became 
one of the favor-
ite supports for 
paintings ex-
ported to New 
Spain and 
subsequent-
ly made in 
that region. 
Copper was 
p a r t i c u -
larly ap-
preciated 
for its ex-

ceptional visual 
qualities and for the practical ad-

vantages the support offered, especially 
during long and difficult voyages. q

Anne Connor may 
be a familiar name 
to many of you who 
know her from Phoe-
nix Art Museum and 
Scottsdale Commu-

nity College lectures, evening salons enti-
tled ‘Evenings with Art and Music’, Art His-
tory courses at the university level or more 
recently, her Zoom classes. Her audiences 
always come away with rave reviews!
 Her early years were spent in Brus-
sels, Belgium but we got lucky in 1990 when 
she came to  the Valley.
 In 1997 she founded the Friends 
of European Art special interest group at 
Phoenix Art Museum and was the first 
president. She is widely recognized for her 
comprehensive knowledge of art history 
and her ability to relate it to the history of 
the times with skill and humor. Please plan 
to join us for what will surely be an enter-
taining adventure. The Zoom link will be 
forwarded in mid-February.



  

Calendar from the Presidium

January

7
Board Meeting @ 10:00 on Zoom

 

February

4
Board Meeting @ 10:00 on Zoom

28
Lecture at 2:00 pm
Zoom with Anne Connor

March

4
Board Meeting @ 10:00 on Zoom 
if necessary
 

April

1
Board Meeting @ 10:00 on Zoom 
if necessary
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Hola FOMA Friends!
 Sadly, we are not out of the 
woods yet as our COVID 19 num-
bers continue to soar in Arizona. 
BUT, with the vaccine arriving daily, 
there is light on the horizon. We just 
need to remind ourselves to stay 
safe, masked and socially-distanced a 
while longer.
  The Board has been brain- 
storming and thinking outside the 
box to come up with unique, satisfy-
ing activities for you. Hopefully, we 
can succeed! Let us know suggestions 
you may have. This is a team effort!

The Presidium
Steve Davis, Sarah Maresco, 
Lynne Smith, Fritz Thomas

BOOKS YOU MIGHT ENJOY: 
Old Favorites and New

Rain of Gold is the 
true-life saga of 
love, family and 
destiny that pulses 
with bold vitality, 
sweeping from 
the war-ravaged 
Mexican moun-
tais of Pancho 
Villa’s revolu-
tion to the days 
of Prohibition 
in California. It 

is a warm-hearted and spir-
ited account of the wily, wary and per-
severing forebears of Victor Villasenor.

Probably a much-
loved favorite book 
(and movie) Like 
Water for Chocolate 
is earthy, magical and 
utterly charming. 
This tale of family life 
in turn-of-the-cen-
tury Mexico blends 
poignant romance 
and bittersweet wit. 

One of the NYTimes 10 
best books of the year, Lost 
Children Archive is timely, 
compassionate, subtly hilar-
ious and formally iinventive -
—a powerful, urgent story 
about what it is to be human 
in an inhuman world.

Felipe Montero is 
employed in the 
house of an aged 
widow to edit her 
deceased hus-
band’s memoirs. 
There, Felipe 
meets her beau-
tiful green-eyed 
niece, Aura. 
His passion 
for Aura and 
his gradual 
discovery of the true relationship between the 
young woman and her aunt propel the story to 
its extraordinary conclusion. Fuentes has an 
impressive list of novels to his credit.

Fabulous Mexican Folk Art 
Collection to be 
shared via Video
Former FOMA member, 
Kathleen Vanesian has 
been collecting Mexican 
folk art for over 40 years. 
While travelling in Mexico 
with her good friend and 
one of FOMA’s founding 
members, Bets Nenad, 
they hunted treasures for many FOMA 
mercados and ever-expanding personal 
collections. 
As Chief Visual Arts Critic for the Phoe-
nix New Times for 20+ years, and author of 
many articles and exhibition  catalogs,  she 
has a keen eye for craftmanship and artistry. 
Kathleen is exploring the logistics of a vir-
tual “show and tell” of her extraordinary 
home and some of her favorite pieces. 
When all the details are in place, FOMA 
will invite you to a ‘don’t miss’ presentation! 
Stay tuned.
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 FOMA members have always thoroughly enjoyed 
Gregorio Luke’s lectures and the latest was no exception. Using 
technology that has become daily life, we watched and listened 
as he shed light on the somewhat obscure, but no less fascinating 
Miguel Covarrubias, who unfortunately faded from prominence 
in Mexico shortly after his death in his early 50’s. 
 With lectures like this one, Gregorio is determined to 
restore him to his rightful place in Mexican art history..    
From a progressive family, Covarrubias had a vision of art that 
was quite different from his contemporaries. This was illustrated 
with many compelling visual examples.  It is truly striking how, 
in his cartoons and caricatures, minimal use of lines of pencil or 
crayon so accurately portrayed his subjects.    
 His fascination with New York in the Jazz Age is 
of significant interest. Mingling with the élite, including 
the Rockefellers and movie legends such as Hedy Lamarr 
and Marlene Dietrich, his visual representations of these 
personalities was not always entirely flattering. Yet he was 
the toast of town, fêted by those he effectively mocked.  

 Happening simultaneously are his drawings of unknown 
musicians and dancers from Harlem. Images created in this period 
are truly evocative, summing up the excitement of the era. He was 
very aware of segregation, the terrible toll and hardships on this 
segment of society and did his level best to promote Black Culture. 
 Perhaps his most famous collaboration was with the 
wonderfully flamboyant Josephine Baker. Gregorio demonstrated 
this with vintage clips of musicians and dancers, in particular Ms. 
Baker’s most famous routines which at the time, of course, were 
considered scandalous! He perfected an artistic technique that 
really showed ‘movement’. It is not an exaggeration to say dancers 
seemingly leap off the page. 
 Covarrubias is still honored in the dance world for the 
creative costumes and sets designed for various ballets. Multi-
faceted, with an impressive command of several languages, he was 
also an archaeologist, anthropologist and writer of academic texts; 
truly a Renaissance man in his time  —indeed for all times. 
 The lecture was elucidating on so many levels and we thank 
Gregorio for bringing the work of Covarrubias to life. We’re also 
all truly grateful for a FOMA ‘event’, socially-distanced as we 
were. q

Covarrubias:  Recap of a Man for All Seasons                                                Yasmin Rochette

Sssh! It’s a work in progress. 

FOMA is building a YouTube channel so we can 
bring you creative videos of our own design. 
(Hopefully.) It is a steep learning curve for some 
of us ‘Oldsters’ but we are up to the challenge. 
Watch your in-box for further information. If 
you have helpful advice, etc please be in touch 
with any member of the Presidium. 

Were you on this 
tour? Do you remem-
ber where we went? 
When? And wasn’t it 
fun? We’ll be touring 
again SOON!
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FOMA MISSION STATEMENT

•To encourage understanding and awareness of the importance of Mexican art and culture •To focus on 
how the art and culture of Mexico has influenced the emerging Mexican-American art community •To raise funds for the acquisition of relevant Mexican and 
Mexican-American art for museums and institutions
•To encourage support for the exhibition of work by Mexican and Mexican-American artists •

This IS September!
Did you renew?

OFF THE BEATEN PATH . . .   Yasmin Rochette

The building that houses the Academia de San Carlos was originally the 
Hospital del Amor de Dios, an institution for those with rather unpleasant 
communicable diseases. It is sad imagining what surely must have been a 
harrowing sight; wards heaving with the sick and infirm in comparison to 
what it has become today— a temple to Art. 
 Like so many institutions of similar stature and historical signifi-
cance, the sublime architecture transports the visitor. Exquisite Classical 
Greek and Roman statues line vast corridors and sumptuous reception 
rooms are stuffed to the rafters with C19th masterpieces. 
 Formally opened in 1785, at the same time the castle on the hill of 
Chapultepec was being built, it was the heyday of Spanish rule and domi-
nation. European teachers (and their ideals) were imported in the 1800’s to 
promote nationalistic themes. 
 Diego Rivera was appointed Director in 1929, leading the way for 
the Modernist Movement to make an imprint on the Academy. During his 
tenure, this important center of learning became and remains part of the 
esteemed Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México. q

Yasmin says ‘Some relics are older than others’. 
Whatever can she mean?

Academia de San Carlos: 
First art academy in the New World

FOMA MISSION STATEMENT

•To encourage understanding and awareness of the importance of Mexican art and culture •To focus on how the art and culture of Mexico has influenced the 
emerging Mexican-American art community •To raise funds for the acquisition of relevant Mexican and Mexican-American art for museums and institutions
•To encourage support for the exhibition of work by Mexican and Mexican-American artists •
To enhance the knowledge of Mexican art, crafts and literature through lectures and trips

remember when FOMA . . .

Mural Tour of the Roosevelt District. 
Wonderful Chihuly in the wonderful San 
Antonio Library designed by Mexican 
architect Ricardo Legorreta. Open House 
Tour at Caralee Alsworth’s. Marge Woods 
and speaker Julio Morales testing Casa 
equipment.

actually used to: go on Day Trips? . . . go on local Field 
Trips?  . . . travel to exciting destinations?
 . . .see one another at social 
gatherings? Keep the Faith!


